


Empower
your Industry:

MAP OUT YoUR 2009 AFTeRmARKeT 
LeGiSlATiVe SUmmiT Experience

AGENDA
WedneSdaY, MaRCH 11, 2009

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
RegISTRaTIOn
Grand Hyatt Hotel

3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
LegISLaTIVe BRIeFIng
Grand Hyatt Hotel

6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
COngReSSIOnaL ReCePTIOn
Rayburn Foyer

THURSdaY, MaRCH 12, 2009

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
BReaKFaST
Grand Hyatt Hotel

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
SCHedULed COngReSSIOnaL  
MeeTIngS*
Capitol Hill

*Refreshments will be served at the 
Capitol Hill Club throughout the day.

Only a few short months away, the 2009 Aftermarket Legislative Summit 
is shaping up to be a critical event in pushing forward the aftermarket’s 
legislative agenda in the new Congress and the administration. Further, 
with new members of the House and Senate set to take office in January, the 
summit will also provide the opportunity to educate them on the economic 
and political importance of the independent automotive aftermarket. 

So, to help you get ready for this important and maybe historic event, the 
AAIA government affairs team has provided answers to some of the most 
frequently asked questions regarding the summit.

Map out 
your plans!
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How cold will it be in Washington in March?
The average high temperature in March is 55 degrees, while the average 
low is 33, so it might be a good idea to bring a coat especially if you are 
walking around at night. Rainfall totals in March are about 3.92 inches, 
which means it often rains in March, so an umbrella would not be a bad 
idea. As for snow in March, we have been told by the Speaker of the House 
that it only happens during Republican administrations so not to worry.

What should you wear?
Business dress is the rule for every summit event, especially the legislative 
reception on Wednesday, March 11 in the Rayburn House Office Building. 
The only exception is if you are a repair shop or work in a retail opera-
tion and would like to wear your uniform to the legislative meetings on 
Thursday, March 12. Due to the nature of the political discussions that often 
occur during the summit, boots are sometimes recommended.

Where will you stay?
The official hotel for the summit is the Grand Hyatt at 1000 H Street, NW, 
202-582-1234. If you have not made your reservations yet, please do so 
soon since we expect our block to fill up quickly. If you are looking for more 
cost-effective accommodations, there also are hotels in Virginia near the 
airport that might be more affordable. Please be aware that hotels with 
hourly rates are reserved exclusively for members of Congress.

How will I get around Washington?
Due to the difficult economic times, we have done away with the limos and 
motorcades from past summits. This year the best way to get from the 
hotel to Capitol Hill will be to either take a taxi or the Metro (www.wmata.
com). While a taxi can be more convenient, Washington traffic can make 
the Metro considerably faster. The hotel is located right on top of the Metro 
Center stop, which means that there will be trains that will take you to both 
the House and Senate side of the hill right underneath the hotel. If you are 
going to the Senate, take the red line to Silver Spring/Glenmont and get off 
at Union Station. If you are going to the House side, take the blue/orange 
lines to New Carrolton/Largo Town Center and get off at Capitol South.   

What should I do to prepare for my legislative meetings?
Once you have registered, you will receive a packet of information a few 
weeks before the summit, which will include a schedule of events and 
summaries of the issues that will be discussed. Please read these before 
you reach the summit so you are ready to discuss them during the summit. 
You will have a chance to ask questions and obtain clarification during the 
Issue Briefing that will take place the day before your legislative meetings. 
Please also put together some facts about your business including number 
of employees, sales numbers and if you would like to obtain a government 
bailout (actually we are just kidding about the last one, it is only available 
to banks, insurance companies and car companies with highly-paid execu-
tives). This information will be helpful in your meetings with your elected 
official.

What should I expect during my legislative meetings?
In most cases, you will attend meetings with legislators as a state delega-
tion. We further attempt to make sure that an AAIA staffer attends the 
meeting with you but that is not always possible due to the large number 
of meetings that are taking place simultaneously, and the fact that there 
is not a Starbucks near every legislative office building. We also attempt 
to obtain meetings for you and your elected official, but sometimes due 
to scheduling issues and golf games, you will need to meet with staff. We 
can’t emphasize enough the importance of meetings with staff since often, 

these men and women make important decisions regarding the position of 
a legislator. Also please note that often these staffers are very young, so 
please refrain from asking them at the reception what time their parents 
expect them home.

Some final notes:
Like voting, attending the summit is an important part of the U.S. political 
process by giving you a chance to make your voices heard in the legislative 
process. A strong showing by our industry will help build the political image 
of our industry and could help us move or stop some of the key legislative 
initiatives that concern us.

Warning
The summit also is a great opportunity to see how things get done or 
don’t get done in Washington. However, the sponsors of the summit take 
no responsibility for the gridlock, scandals and partisan bickering that 
you might experience during your visit. Attendees should not consult a 
doctor if they experience disgust, impatience or confusion as they observe 
the process since these feelings are completely normal for visitors to the 
nation’s capital.

See everyone in March! 

Summit FAQs
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Souvenir shop

Statue or
monument

Golf course

Ice skating rink

Tennis court

Station name

Metrorail System

Entrance/exit
to Metro station

Metro lines

Orange line

Green line
Yellow line

Red line

Blue line

0

0

0.1 0.3 Kilometer0.2

0.1 0.2 0.3 Mile

S METRO
CENTER

Bookstore
North

uL t

ME
EN

11

To register, visit www.aftermarket.org 
and click “Legislative Summit.”

Rayburn House Office Building

Metro Center

Union Station

U.S. Capitol

Capitol South Metro Station

Grand Hyatt
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